Pharmaceuticals

POLICY FORMULATION
Health Ministry close to fnalising norms for
regulating antibiotics

The Health Ministry has almost fi

NEWS IN BRIEF
Ipca Labs’
manufacturing unit
gets UK health
regulator’s nod

fine of Rs. 20,000 or upto 2 years im

GROWTH STRATEGY
- ; Venture fund for drug
Merck eyeing collaboration discovery mooted

opportunities with Indian frms

some 1% share in the Indian market and
become one of the top five drug com  ranked 29th in the list of pharma com
panies in the Indian market by 2015.

five to six new medicines every year in

Rajya Sabha

ratory. Merck currently has some 75 tures drugs with 13 contract manufac
brands in 13 therapeutic areas in the turers, accounting for almost 60% of its
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COMBATING COUNTERFEITS
Pharma stakeholders struggle to fnd common
ground in tackling counterfeits

verified by an automated system. The

industry. Right from the definition

estimates, 12% to 25% of drugs in the identification, status, location and event

of outright fakes at a much lower 0.4% quency identification (RFID) and 2D
and substandard medicines at 8%.

versally accepted definition of what
definition counterfeit drugs are those
Anti-counterfeiting models

Need for flexible solution

origin that identifies each prior sale,
ting Officer,

try from 1 July 2011. This barcode will
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N

i ayzaciation wit

that fake drugs confiscated by regula

Price of drugs immaterial for
counterfeiters
ficult in a place like India. “Security

lustrate the business benefits of imple
menting a configurable and flexible se

Bilcare’s Chief Scientific Officer, control, the drug prices are about 30%

field force should act as the ear and

bty arxd I3
arel o'y

up by drug firms around the world are

trend of expired drugs finding their way

law firm, Nishith Desai & Associates,

expressed by the Indian firms with re

try estimate of 10-30% of drugs to be
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INDUSTRY GROUSE
Pharma frms urge DCGI to rethink on making
2D barcode/UID mandatory

Rs.1 to 2 crores, it should be done on a

the implementation of 2D barcode/

making the 2D barcode/UID manda amended to make 2D barcode/UID

of California (2D and UID) on trial

with 2D and UID and cannot supply the

2D and UID have to be purchased.
QUALITY CONCERNS
Glenmark recalls skin ointment from US

per a notification on the US Food and 2010 and March next year. In August
2009, the US-based Glenmark Gene-

call after it detected out of specification
to treat inflammatory and eruptions in
recalling a total of 16,968 tubes of alclo

dosage 15-gms, 45-gms and 60-gms as
UNETHICAL PRACTICES
Govt. mulling a uniform code of pharma marketing practices

be in the first instance be adopted volun

firms. In a written reply to a query in Lok
Sabha,
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INVESTING IN INFRASTRUCTURE
Grace opens technical service centre near
Hyderabad

Asia Pacific support hub for the re

fication, excipients and pharmaceuti the end of 2010, Grace began expan

ADVANCED RESEARCH
DBT to invest Rs. 200-cr. for stem cell training and
research

(DBT) is putting in Rs. 200 crores to

therapy backed by scientific data prov
ing its safety and efficacy. Therefore

This first-of-its-kind dedicated ins-

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
AIPS to conduct seminar on European patent
prosecution in April

the amendments to Articles 19 and 34,
and comment on how they influence the  specific types of subject matter in the
affiliation with the Indian Drug Manu pharmaceutical, chemical field, such as

pean patent prosecution’ on April 15 at European Patent Office (EPO) had

19 and 34 amendments. It will focus on
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